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Before:  HALL, T.G. NELSON, and TALLMAN, Circuit Judges.

Yessenia Soto-Morales, a native and citizen of Guatemala, petitions for

review of the Board of Immigration Appeals’ decision summarily affirming an

Immigration Judge’s (“IJ”) denial of her applications for asylum and withholding
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of removal.  We have jurisdiction pursuant to 8 U.S.C. § 1252.  Reviewing for

substantial evidence, see Thomas v. Gonzales, 409 F.3d 1177, 1182 (9th Cir. 2005)

(en banc), we grant the petition for review.

Soto-Morales testified that her husband was murdered in her presence and

that the killers told her they would do the same to her if she said anything.  The IJ

denied relief because Soto-Morales did not establish that her husband’s murder,

and the threats to her life, were on account of a protected ground. 

We grant the petition for review and remand for the agency to re-evaluate

Soto-Morales’s claim in light of our recent decision in Thomas.  See id.  

PETITION FOR REVIEW GRANTED; REMANDED.


